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the efficacy of reason, the moral law, and liberty. He did not
live simply upon the heights, for he paid close attention to
current affairs, and regarded the French Revolution as the most
momentous event of his lifetime. Although not unpractical,
he held that it was for the philosophers to deal with principles
and arguments, and for statesmen to put the philosophers'
views into practice.
Reason, the moral law, the necessity of freedom—all required
that violence between men and men should be absolutely pre-
vented. This had been done within the state. It was of little
use, however, to abolish the condition of violence between men
inside the state if violence still remained the dominant con-
dition between states. Though war is not a constant condition
of state relations, there is no guarantee that it may not at any
moment break out. Nevertheless, there can be no compulsion
of states, for the sovereignty of each state is the condition and
guarantee of the freedom without which the citizens cannot
be rational and moral. Therefore, as we cannot aim at estab-
lishing a common authority over all states, peace must be
ensured through a federation of states which is consistent with
the freedom of each.
Such is the gist of Kant's reasoning, expressed in a style
which is always hard to follow, though with occasional flashes
of beauty, or occasional pungent remarks. " There used to be
an inn in Holland," he writes in the opening of his essay,
" with the sign of Perpetual Peace, and on the signboard was
depicted a graveyard." Was mankind to attain peace only
through the mutual massacre of the race? The alternative,
which is a " categorical imperative," is a federation of free
states. It is obvious that there is no justice in war; " for rights
cannot be decided by war and its favourable result, victory;
and a peace treaty, though ending the present war, does not
end the state of war." Although there is no justice in war, no
state has yet been frank enough " to expunge the word' justice '
from the politics of war."
This .verbal homage that every state pays to the moral law
proves that there is a great moral disposition to be found in

